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hind them. In a manner entirely worthy of his
royal master the Tartan laid waste and burned
two hundred and fifty villages before he came
back by way of Holwan into Assyrian territory.1
It is not too much to say that all these operations
in the northeast, east, and southeast were unsuc-
cessful. Shalmaneser had not earned the bound-
aries of his country beyond those left by Asshur-
nazirpal in these directions.

In the south alone did Shalinaueser achieve real
success. The conditions which prevailed there wore
exactly fitted to give the Assyiians an opportunity
to interfere, and Shalmaneser was quick to seize it.
In the earlier part of his reign the Babylonian king
was Nabu-aplu-iddin, wbo after his quarrel wit It
Asshurnazirpal had devoted himseli chiefly to the
internal affairs of his kingdom. lie made a treaty
of peace with Shalmaneser,1* and all went well
between the two kingdoms until Nabu-aplu-iddiu
died. His successor was his son, Marduk-nadin-
shura, against whom his brother, Marduk-bel-usat^,
revolted. This rebellion was localized in the south-
ern part of the kingdom, comprising the powerful
land of Kaldi. The Babylonians had engaged in no
war for a long time, and were entirely unable to cope
with the hardy warriors of Kaldi, whom Marduk-
bel-usati had at his command The lawful king,
Marduk-nadin-shum, fearing that Babylon would
be overwhelmed by the army which his brother

1 ObeliHk, lines 174-190,

s Synchronistic History, cot iii, 22-25.